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THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS – BUNNY STYLE 

 

‘Twas the night before Christmas and all thru the pen, not a creature was stirring 

but a little bunny named Ben. Covered with hay the babies snuggled in their hutch, 

dancing thru their heads visions of carrots, parsley and such. 

 

When up on the roof there arose such a clatter, Lil Ben stuck out his nose to see what 

was the matter. By his bright red suspenders Santa hung from the roof, took a wrong 

step and fell thru the snowy wire with a poof. 

 

Santa smiled at Ben and said, "Hi Little Bunny", "I'm in a bit of a bind and yes, it is 

kind of funny".  At Santa's request Ben woke the other bunnies, they yawned and they 

stretched and looked at him funny. 

 

With their heads cocked sideways, they listened to Santa explain, he wanted to 

become some kind of airplane? They formed a big circle around where Santa hung, 

they counted to 3 and then they all sprung. 

 

They reached up and latched onto Santa's red suit, Ben grabbed a hold of Santa's Big 

Black Boot.  Just as they landed back down on the ground, they all let go, hoping for a 

big rebound. 

 

This sent Santa sailing thru the hole in the roof, they didn't think it would work but 

here was the proof. They had stretched Santa's suspenders by pulling on his suit, sent 

him flying thru the air losing one boot. 

 

He landed in his sleigh, upright on his feet, his boot landing beside him on the driver's 

seat. 

 

Thru the hole in the roof he thanked all the bunnies, then left loads of carrots and 

parsley to fill all their tummies.  Santa pulled on his boot and straightened his hat, it 

had stayed on his head, can you imagine that? 

 

Then over the pen Santa made one more flight,  

Merry Christmas to all and to all a Good Night! 

                                                                                                Jenny Hildebrand  

 
 

 

Hard to believe another year has flown by.  It has once again been a busy one for us.  

We would like to send out a big Thank you to all of you, for the support and kindness 

we have received this year.  We could not do what we do without our donors, 

volunteers, foster homes and community support. 

We would like to share a poem written by one of our volunteers to start off our 

Christmas addition.  Hope you enjoy.      Cyndy, Cheryl, Cathy, Jenny, Laila 
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We are pleased to 

acknowledge the 

financial support of the 

Province of British 

Columbia. 
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Thank you to the Donner Canadian 

Foundation who has recently awarded us a 

grant for $5000.  These funds will be used 

for Veterinary Care and Food.   

We acknowledge the financial support of 

the Province of British Columbia. Thank 

you for a recent grant to help with care of 

our animals. 

2014 Shopping Spree 

Raffle Winners 

1
st
 Prize  

$300 Shopping Spree 

Bay/Home Outfitters 

Stephenie Ackermans 

2
nd

 Prize 

Dewalt 10” Mitre Saw 

Susan Grams 

 

3
rd

 Prize 

Pharmasave Gift Basket 

Mike Brunsdon 

 

4
th

 Prize 

$50 Gas Card 

Riley Wells 

 

Congratulations to all! 

Special Thank You to 

Bosley’s for helping us 

with the draw. 

Have you purchased your 

2015 Rabbits of Kelowna 

Calendar yet? 

 

Available at: 

Bosley’s in the Mission 

Total Pet 

Buckerfields 

Pharmasave in the Mission 

 

 ALL NATURAL APPLE 

JUICE JUICE FOR 

SALE 

 

 

Our Bunnies have been 

busy growing Apples 

and making Amazing All 

Natural Apple Juice. 

Mix of this year's crop - 

Mac's, Gala's & Golden 

Delicious.  

 

Five liter boxes $12 or 

2 for $20.  

 

Call or email us today 

to get yours in time 

for Christmas Dinner! 



 

                                                        

 ARE YOU CONSIDERING GIVING     

                  SOMEONE AN ANIMAL FOR CHRISTMAS? 
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Animals, like us, require love and proper care to flourish. Although people who give 
animals as gifts invariably have good intentions, it is unfair to give an animal to 
anyone unless you are absolutely certain that the person wants that particular 
animal as a companion and is willing and able to give a lifetime of proper care. 
Adding an animal companion to the family is an important decision. It means 
making a permanent commitment to care for and spend time with the animal and 
to provide for his or her lifelong care. 

Before rushing out to buy that adorable gift, consider the time and money involved 
in proper animal care. Will your loved one have the time and patience to exercise 
and housetrain the animal? Is he or she prepared to pay for food, accessories (such 
as toys, grooming supplies, leashes and harnesses, and bedding), inoculations, and 
veterinary care, including spaying or neutering, flea treatment, deworming, and 
emergency care? 

Animal shelters are filled beyond capacity with homeless animals, many of whom 
were former “pets” who, for one reason or another, didn’t fit into someone’s                   
lifestyle.  
                                                             

 
 
 

 

No matter how much they would like 
to, many people who receive animals 
as gifts find that they are unable to 
make lifelong commitment to care for 
their new companion 
 
Sadly, many people end up turning 
animals they received as gifts over to 
an overburdened humane society or 
animal-control agency that is likely 
filled to capacity. In worst-case 
scenarios, some people even abandon 
animals on the road or in the back 
yard when they move away. 

What You Can Do 

Don’t ever give an animal as a gift. 

If you have discussed the idea with 

the prospective recipients and know 

that they have the time, willingness, 

ability, and resources to properly 

care for an animal and make that 

serious commitment, consider 

offering them a gift certificate from 

the local animal shelter. 

BOOK REVIEW 

A Street Cat Named Bob  
Author: James Bowen 

 
 
If you are picking up a book 
to curl up with on a cold 
winter’s night, or looking 
for a gift for the book lover 
on your Christmas list, I 
highly recommend: 
James Bowen’s - ‘A Street 
Cat Named Bob’.  

The author is very open 
about the demons he has 
faced in his life, and the 
friendship that developed 
with a stray cat.  This 
friendship ultimately helps 
him overcome his issues, 
and get on the road to 
health and recovery. He 
shares his struggles with 
taking on the responsibility 
of Bob, the decisions he 
had to make to ensure a 
life for the both of them 
and some of the scary 
events and trials they go 
through together. You 
watch as trust evolves in 
their relationship that 
rapidly turns to a strong 
bond and a deep need and 
love for one another.  

It reminds us that 
sometimes we are not the 
ones rescuing our 
companion animals, but 
rather they us. 

Cyndy Mymka 
 



 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    

 

 

 

                                                                                                    

 

 

 

                   

 

 

   

      
 

ADOPTION CENTRE 
Remember our BUSHEL OF BABY BUNNIES from the summer newsletter? 

Well they are now READY TO BE ADOPTED! 

 

Once the Christmas rush is over and all is back to normal please go to our adoption 

page at www.tracs-bc.ca.   There you will find our online adoption application.  
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to our  

Weekly suppliers of 

Yummy Bunny Greens 

We so appreciate you! 

Our Baby Bunnies were 
rescued together as a 
family when they were 
found living on a 
dangerous busy street 
corner in West Kelowna. 
They were tiny babes of 
only 4 weeks. 

They are now 4 ½ months 
old, have been neutered, 
and are now available for 
adoption.  As they are 
bonded siblings, we 
would prefer to see them 
adopted as pairs. 

 

 

BABY NOODLE 

PEANUT JELLY BEAN 

Remember little Willow 

from our adoption page 

last year?   

She has grown into a fine 

your lady.  Her new mom 

bought her a beautiful 

coat which came in handy 

when she was introduced 

to snow for the first time 

recently.  
 

 

to our 

 Talented 

Veterinarians   

You are Amazing  

 

to our  

Dedicated Sanctuary 

Owners   

You are our Heroes  

 

to our  

Bunny Managers and 

Volunteers   

You are our Heroes  

Do you have room in 

your heart and home for 

a pair of these brothers? 

Help us find our boys a 

forever home. 

http://www.tracs-bc.ca/


  

 

   

 

                          
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
CAN’T ADOPT?   

Why not Sponsor a Bunny instead? 

On this page you will find just a few of the many rabbits which were rescued off 

the streets of Kelowna where they faced certain death. With your help they made 

their way to one of our bunny sanctuaries where they are living happy lives with 

minimized safety risks and lots of room to exercise and socialize with one 

another. 

 

As you can imagine it is costly to take care of our close to 700 rabbits and every 

dollar helps.  

           
        HOW CAN YOUR SPONSORSHIP HELP THE BUNNIES? 

Amount What it Buys Benefit 

$5.00 Lettuce Feeds 10 bunnies their favorite food for 1 week 

$8.00 1 Bale of Hay Provides important nutrients for 10 Bunnies for 

one month 

$10.00 1 Bale of Straw Provides bedding and warmth for 10 Bunnies for 

one month 

$15.00 1 Bag of 

Pellets 

Feeds 10 bunnies for 1 week 

$20.00 1 Large Hutch Shelters 10 Bunnies year round from heat and cold 

$35.00 1 Vet Visit  Eliminates pain and suffering 

$250.00 Builds 1 Pen Provides security for 40 rabbits or 4 families 

 

If you would like to sponsor one of our many Bunnies, please go to our Sponsor a 

Bunny page on our website at: tracs-bc.ca 

 

We have two ways to support the bunnies through our sponsorship program. You 

can sign up through PayPal – just pick any of the bunnies and fill out the PayPal 

form – or you can pay by postdated cheque. Just fill out this bunny sponsorship 

form and mail it in to us along with your cheques. 

 

Every time a bunny is sponsored a new one gets a chance to be featured.  Look 

for updates regularly on the website sponsorship page.   

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

If you would like to make a donation for the continued care of Athlyn’s Angels, 

Please make a notation on your cheque “For Athlyn’s Angels” and mail to:  

Janelle 

Franki 

Leroy 

Max 

Goofy 
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I                In Loving Memory of all our little souls who have crossed 

the Rainbow Bridge this year.   

         You are missed and will be forever in our hearts 

http://tracs-bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Sponsor-a-Bunny-Program.pdf
http://tracs-bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Sponsor-a-Bunny-Program.pdf
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IT’S COLD OUT THERE! 

                                        Who are those cats you see outside on freezing cold days?                                                              

                                         They may be pets whose owners let them, (or put them), 

                                         outside.  Or they could be community cats, a group that  

                                         includes feral, (who are afraid of people) and strays                        

                                        (lost or abandoned).    

No matter how resourceful these cats are they need help surviving winter. 

 

Give outdoor cats shelter from the cold 

Although their thickened winter coats help feral and stray cats weather winter 

chills, they still need a warm dry insulated and appropriately sized shelter.  It is 

cheap and easy to build a shelter, yet the feeling you will get helping is priceless. 

 

Supplies needed 

Rubbermaid Tote – 18 Gallon, Styrofoam Cooler to fit inside tote, Straw, 

Duct Tape, Exacto Knife 

Simple instructions: 

1. Using a utility knife cut a 6" diameter hole in the tote to act as an entrance 

or exit.  

2. Insert a Styrofoam cooler for insulation and cut a matching 6” diameter hole 

3. Add Straw in and around the Styrofoam cooler using as much as possible 

4. Add your Styrofoam lid for added insulation.  Secure lid in place with a few 

pieces of duct tape 

5. Complete by adding your lid back onto the tote.  You may want to place 

additional tape on the lid. 

    

 

Size matters 

The shelter must trap the cat’s body heat to warm its interior.  If the shelter is too 

large it will be difficult for the cat’s heat to keep the space warm. 

What to put in the shelter 

Straw is the best bedding as it will allow the cat to burrow.  Keep it clean and 

replace bedding often as it will get moist and dirty.  Do not use blankets, towels or 

folded newspaper as they absorb heat and chill the cat lying on them. 

 

INTERESTING 
 CAT FACTS 

 
On average, cats spend 
2/3 of every day sleeping. 
That means a nine-year-
old cat has been awake 
for only three years of its 
life. 
 
A cat can’t climb head 
first down a tree because 
every claw on a cat’s paw 
points the same way. To 
get down from a tree, a 
cat must back down. 
 
A cat can travel at a top 
speed of approximately 31 
mph (49 km) over a short 
distance. 
 
A cat can jump up to five 
times its own height in a 
single bound. 
 
A cat usually has about 12 
whiskers on each side of 
its face. 
 
A cat has 230 bones in its 
body. A human has 206. A 
cat has no collarbone, so 
it can fit through any 
opening the size of its 
head. 
 
A cat’s nose pad is ridged 
with a unique pattern, 
just like the fingerprint of 
a human. 
 
Cats spend nearly 1/3 of 
their waking hours 
cleaning themselves. 
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The Responsible Animal Care Society 

          PO Box 29074 OKM, Kelowna, BC, V1W 4A7 

250-763-8214 (tel)     info@tracs.bc.ca   www.tracs-bc.ca    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

    Page 7 Why do homeless 

people have pets? 

Some of the leading reasons 

for the homeless having 

companion animals are: 

Companion Animals 
Provide: 

Love and companionship 
Unconditional Acceptance 

Steady affection 
 

Companion Animals are: 
Non-judgmental 

Loyal 
Committed 

 
They give their owners:  

Sense of purpose, 
responsibility and 

accountability 
 

A reason for being 
 

But can a 

homeless person 

provide the care 

needed for a 

pet?? 

Most homeless people 

with companion animals 

give them wonderful lives.  

Dogs for example are with 

their owner 24/7, eat and 

drink before their owners, 

go to the park everyday 

and are extremely loved.   

Can this be said for the 

dog whose owner chains 

him in the backyard while 

they go to work daily and 

comes home too tired to 

give the exercise and 

attention needed??? 

Food for thought 

HELPING THE HOMELESS  

Two of our volunteers forwarded this story of a wonderful experience they had 

recently.  It once again shows that every little thing counts. 

Today we dropped off a car load of blankets, socks, clothes etc at Gospel Mission.    

We also took one of my old couch cushions to see if it would be of any use to 

anyone or to be used in the kennels they have at the back for the dogs.  

We were still unloading the car and had just brought out the cushion to ask the 

man in charge if it was useful to them.  He said no.  Just then a young woman 

walked by with her dog and overheard our conversation.  She asked if she could 

have the cushion for her dog.  

 She went on to say that she is allowed to take her dog into her bed with her at 

night at Inn from the Cold.  During the day the Inn is closed so she moves over to 

the Gospel Mission, but the dog is not allowed in. That is why the kennels have 

been built in the back. 

She was grateful for the thick cushion and that “her boy” was now off the cold 

concrete. She said that she had ample food for him and always made sure that the 

other dogs also always had food. She proudly announced that she that had turned 

her life around and was living one day at a time with the help of her boy.  She had 

gone to church for the first time today, and told us her 27th birthday is on Boxing 

Day. She also said that “her boy” helped her thru everything. 

I will be meeting her again at Inn from the Cold with the other cushions from my 

old couch and she will see that the other dog owners get one as well.  For us it was 

an experience we will not soon forget.      TRACS VOLUNTEERS  

 

         Grateful recipient of cushion and blankets 

     

 

 

 

How can you help? 

Perhaps a dog coat or some 

dog food for the homeless? 

Even a small gesture helps in 

a very large way. 

mailto:info@tracs.bc.ca
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WE HERE AT TRACS WOULD LIKE TO WISH YOU A VERY 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND ALL THE BEST FOR THE NEW YEAR AHEAD 

 

 
 

 
 

PLEASE SPAY & NEUTER YOUR PETS! 
 

 
ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTABLE* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2014/2015 Winter Newsletter 

Date: ___________________ 

Name: __________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________ 

City: _____________   Prov: ________________ 

Postal code: _____________________________ 

 Phone: (           ) __________________________ 

Email: __________________________________ 

Would prefer to receive my newsletter via: 

 __________email         ____________ mail 

 

_______$15 for Individual Membership 

 

_______$ Donation*  

 

Please return to:  

TRACS PO Box 29074 OKM, Kelowna, BC V1W 4A7 

  

 

Join TRACS….. 

Help us continue our crucial work for the 

animals. 

Become a member today! 

If you are already a member….. 

Thank You! 

Is it time for renewal? 

 

RECIPE CORNER 
 
Veg Nog 
4 c vanilla soy milk  
3 Tbsp instant vanilla pudding 
2 c non-dairy whipped topping, thawed 
1/2 tsp cinnamon  
1/2 tsp nutmeg  
1/2 c rum (optional) 
 
 Add all ingredients to a blender and blend on 
medium-high speed until thick and frothy.  
Serve warm or cold.  
Add Rum if desired. 
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