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 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                                                                     

I can hardly believe that we are more than half way through 2013 already. It 

does not feel like that long ago I was sitting down to pen the last message for the 

Christmas newsletter. As the temperatures are reaching record highs Christmas 

feels like many degrees ago! 

In this newsletter you will read many stories of animal rescues that are both 

heartwarming and heart breaking. When telling these stories to people they often 

say “I couldn’t do what you do; I’d be a mess.” It’s not always easy on any of us 

seeing and experiencing what we do, however, if we don’t who will? We have 

to put aside our own feelings and remember why we do it; for the love of the 

animals. None of the rescues that you read about could have been done without 

our amazing volunteers, so willing to give of themselves in every possible way. 

We are also very grateful for the support of the public; as without the financial 

support we would be at a loss as to how to help these animals.  

We would also like to get the message out, loud and clear, how important the 

sterilization of your pets is. Many of our rescues are abandoned mums and their 

babies. So far these stories have all had good endings where the animals have 

been caught, helped and are looking for their forever homes. Sadly, not all 

stories end as happily.  Some are quite sad and tragic, yet more often than not 

completely preventable. Please make sure that your pet or the pet of someone 

you love has a happy ending to their story.  

Finally would you consider becoming a volunteer with TRACS?  

There are so many opportunities to help out so many dear souls like the ones 

mentioned in the newsletter. Whether you are able to foster, house or clean a 

rabbit pen, help with fundraising, or give of your finances, there are always 

opportunities. Helping in any of the ways mentioned will make an amazing 

difference in the lives of the animals in our care.  

 

Cyndy Mymka 

President 
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NEW HOME for 50 -75 Rabbits URGENTLY NEEDED  

Are you landowner willing to provide space and TLC for rabbits? 

What we need…… 

- A space on an acreage to build a semi permanent rabbit pen  

The owner of this land would be…… 

- Looking at a 3-5 year commitment  

- Willing to feed, water, maintain pen, and look after the daily needs of the rabbits   

TRACS will….. 

-  Take care of all costs related to building the pen, food, veterinary bills, health checks and 

support  

In return you will receive…… 

- The opportunity to work with these amazing creatures that will provide you with much love and 

laughter   

For further information please contact: 
Cyndy Mymka at 250-763-8214 or email: tracs.bc@gmail.com  

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

Do you have any spare time to donate to the animals? 

- Do you have handyman skills?   

- Do you have any experience with Rabbits?  Would you like to help clean Bunny pens? 

- Could you be a foster home for Cats and/or Kittens? 

- Fundraising – Do you have some amazing ideas? Would you like to help out?  

 

UPDATES - Our TRACS distribution list is in the process of major updating.  

Please contact us if: 

- You would like to receive your newsletter via email 

- Your mailing address is in need of revision 

- Your membership renewal is due 

 

FUNDRAISING 

 

      2013 Summer Raffle 

 
   DINNER OUT FOR A WEEK - Value $350 

    7 - $50 Gift Certificates sponsored by local restaurants 

 
    Draw Date:  September 28, 2013 

    Tickets $20 (ONLY 200 TICKETS PRINTED) 

 

    Call or email us for your tickets today!  250-763-8214 or email: tracs.bc@gmail.com 
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NEW WEBSITE COMING SOON!   

TRACS has received a grant from The Vancouver Foundation for a new website.  Our old site has been 

band-aided beyond recognition so this is quite exciting for us. 

   

The new site will feature 

- Sponsor a Bunny Program – pick  your favorite bunny and sponsor monthly 

- A new Adoption Center featuring our current adoptable cuties 

- Photo Galleries 

- Action alerts featuring our latest news 

- PayPal in Canadian Funds rather than USD, making donations easier 

- Lots of great articles and TRACS history 

This will all be featured in an easy to use format. 

Stay tuned for launch announcement coming soon! 

 

NEW HOUSES FOR BUNNIES! 

We also received a grant from The Central Okanagan Foundation this year.  This grant was for 

updates to the Rabbit Pens allowing us to purchase some new tin roofing for one of our sanctuaries as 

well as build much needed new hutches for our Bunnies.  Their original hutches are well over 5 years 

old and have been well used, so this renovation could not have come at a better time. 

 

Central Okanagan Foundation provides an ongoing contribution to the quality of life in communities through 

building endowments, grant making and community leadership 

 

www.centralokanaganfoundation.org 

 

 

 

    
ALSO A HUGE THANK YOU 

To Our Dedicated Hutch 

Builder…Tony 

                     

http://www.centralokanaganfoundation.org/


     RODEOS – Find them Entertaining?                        Page | 4 

Rodeo season is upon us again, pitting animal rights groups against rodeo participants and fans. 

The former oppose the use of animals as entertainment, and certainly the type that places the 

animals at risk of suffering stress, pain, injury or death.  Rodeo enthusiasts insist that while rodeos 

are a rough, vigorous form of entertainment, the animals are not harmed and are well cared for. 

 

Of course every year there are statistics to disprove this assertion.  The Calgary Stampede 

continues to rack up deaths in the Chuck wagon Races despite changes made at the request of the 

Calgary Humane Society after a horrific 6 horse deaths in the first 9 days of the 2010 Stampede, 

including 4 in Chuck Wagon Races alone. However the carnage continues, with 3 horses losing 

their lives in one race last year. As long as speed, recognition and the promise of a big monetary 

payoff continues, the safety of the horses will not be paramount.  

 

Some progress has been made on the animal welfare front in the last several years. Following a 

steer’s neck being broken during a steer wrestling event in 2004, and a calf’s leg being broken 

during calf roping in 2007, the Cloverdale Rodeo discontinued 4 key events: calf roping, steer 

wrestling, team roping and wild cow milking. This was done at the request of the City of Surrey 

and the decision has not lessoned the popularity of the rodeo. In fact many feel it has won the city 

and the rodeo association a great deal of goodwill from the community.  

 

However, there is still push back from other rodeos throughout B.C. and Alberta that are not 

willing to follow suit.  As recently as last month the manager of a rodeo on Vancouver Island 

asserted that events such as calf roping and steer wrestling are ‘needed’ to be a rodeo.  But in fact 

these events have no resemblance to real ranch practices. Cowboys do not jump from the back of 

a horse onto a steer and wrestle it to the ground; calves are roped at a slow speed and are not 

shocked or mishandled in the chute beforehand to provide better “entertainment”;  and wild cows 

do not get chased down and milked by a team of men.  Cloverdale has proven that these events 

were not needed for their rodeo to continue.  

 

Rodeos are banned in many countries that recognize that many of these animals suffer not only 

undue injuries but extreme stress before they are let out of the chute and during the time they are 

“entertaining” the rodeo fans. 

 

As long as Canadian Law allows animals to be used for entertainment, the only recourse for 

animal rights groups is to continue to fight for the welfare of the animals that are not given a 

voice. One way is to boycott the sponsors of rodeos and make your displeasure known to them. 

 

Hopefully one day the law will change and no animals will be used for “entertainment”. Rodeos 

will become a thing of the past – like the Wild Wild West – as they should be.  

 

Cathy Fenton 
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The spring day dawned as most others in the Okanangan, fresh mountain breeze , birds singing  and me 

hounding my son to eat his breakfast and get dressed or we we're going to be late for school.   

Suddenly the dogs next door, 2 big black labs, started barking loudly. Although it was normal for them 

to greet all passersby, this sounded different as it quickly turned into a growling/hunting sound.  

The sound caught the attention of our 2 Pug/Rat Terrier cross’s, who ran out the doggie door and in the 

direction of the neighbor's house. The sound next door had changed to include yipping and dog pain 

sounds. The sound of all 4 dogs roared in my ears as I shouted to my son to come help get our two dogs 

inside. From the deck I could see our neighbor's deck and the 2 dogs appeared to be locked in a fight 

going at each other’s throats, odd as they were best friends and always play-fought gently. I noticed the 

female owner, on the deck with the dogs, was silent and then turned quickly to go back into the house to 

get something. I then saw the larger dog drag the young one down the 3 deck stairs by the throat. The 

owner was now running behind them with scissors in her hand.   I yelled "What is going on and how can 

I help?”  She replied with tears in her voice, "Emma's mouth is caught in Shasta's collar and choking 

her."   

I ran to the kitchen and got out my scissors (that go through everything), raced back outside and over to 

the fence gate. It was temporarily taped shut as recently Shasta had been successful in finding ways to 

squeeze through the gate. As I fought with the gate everything went silent in the back yard. I climbed 

the fence and flew into the back yard. The neighbor had tears pouring down her face, hands shaking as 

she withdrew her scissors. "I think she's gone."  

I pushed my bigger scissors under the tight collar and in 3 powerful cuts snapped through plastic and 

material alike to break the collar open. Emma, the big dog, quickly pulled free. Shasta the small dog lay 

with eyes open, unblinking and glazed over. She was not moving.    "My sister is a vet and she says 

animals are amazingly able to recoup especially if they can feel support of owners. Just pet her, Good 

girl Shasta," I crooned as I ran my hand the length of the stricken animal.  "But she is not breathing!" 

said the owner who was petting Shasta while cradling her head which flopped like a dish rag.  I saw her 

blink, and the owner put her hand on the dog’s chest, "Her heart is beating."  "See she is going to be just 

fine, aren't you Shasta, good dog!"…. then came a small weak tail wag and a deep breath. 

After dropping my son at school I checked in and both dogs were moving but cautious. The vet check 

later turned in a pass as Shasta had only blown a few blood vessels in her eyes but no injury to the throat 

and Emma had loosened some teeth and had a ripped lip … all repairable.  The collars had been kept on 

in case either of the dogs got loose … to allow a person finding them to catch them by the collar. 

Needless to say the collars will no longer be on the dogs unless they are going for a walk. 

Jacqui Lloyd   

              

 

 

There are various brands of break away or 

easy release collars available.  Please take 

some time to search the internet and educate 

yourself on how to prevent accidents like these 

which more times than not have a tragic end. 
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Can you give Gus the love he deserves? 

In January 2013 we received a call about a small orange 

Tabby Kitten which was abandoned.   Some kind people 

had been feeding him, but others in the neighborhood did 

not want him around.  He was quite straggly and 

malnourished.  We humanely trapped him and after 

assessment he was placed in a loving foster home where he 

was named Gus.  Time was spent getting his nutrition back 

to where it should be and he was neutered.    

He is now 9 months old, neutered and has had all shots.  

He is litter trained, plays well with other cats, knows when 

its bedtime and loves soft food.  Although he loves to sit by 

the window and watch birds, Gus is an indoor cat.  

 
 

Waiting to love you… 

Macy is a beautiful domestic short haired rabbit.  She came 

to us at around 3 months old and quickly grew into a lovely 

young lady.  She is now around 6 months old, has been 

spayed and is ready to find her “Forever Family”. 

She loves doing binkies and if you sit quietly will come sit 

in your lap for a moment or two.  She does not mind being 

held momentarily, but like most rabbits prefers her feet on 

the ground.  She loves to run around the house and has been 

an indoor bunny so we would prefer her new home in an 

indoor one. She is a sweet girl who loves people but would 

not be good around small children due to her energetic 

nature. 

  

Does this little dear sound like she might have a spot in your heart?  
This spring an employee of the EECO centre at Springfield 

Park came to work to find a wet, bedraggled young cat at 

the doorstep.  The cat stayed on the doorstep thru the night 

and was still there the next day.  After another night passed 

it was clear she was abandoned. Echo is a 6 month old 

Calico.  She has now been spayed and has all her shots.  

She is a very talkative and will tell you about her 

adventures and where she has been and what she has seen. 

She is currently being fostered at the EECO center and 

although the staff love her and have become very attached 

to her they would love to see her find her forever home.    
 

 
If you have space in your home and your heart 

and would like more information, please call us 

at 250-763-8214 or email tracs.bc@gmail.com  
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In our last newsletter we brought the story of 3 cats whose owner had passed away leaving them alone 

and grieving.  Since then 1 of the cats has been adopted.  The other 2 cats have remained in the house 

they know with a caretaker going in to feed and check on them daily.  They are now in urgent need of a 

new home as the house they know and love is being sold.  

 

 If you can help out with homes for these lovelies please contact us at 250-763-8214. 

 

 

 
  

 

     

 
 

               Sierra – spayed indoor cat                    Salsa – spayed indoor cat 

                          11-12 years old                                8 years old   

Timid               Timid 

                         

 

HAPPY ENDINGS - Update on MR. BEAN 

In December last year we told you the story of Mr. Bean, a 10 week old kitten who had been 

surrendered to one of our veterinarian clinics.  He had a broken femur and required surgery to remove 

the femoral head and have the leg pinned back into place.  He was placed into foster care post surgery 

and recovered well.  He won a special place in the heart of his caregiver who has now adopted him 

permanently.  He has grown into a striking young man looking a lot like a panther with long lean lines 

and a beautiful face.   

 

                                 

 

 

 

 

                    Mr. Bean 10 weeks                          Mr. Bean now  
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Lucie and her Lovelies 

On a very unpleasant evening (weather wise), a desperate call came into the TRACS line. A young 

woman had come upon a situation where a mother cat had birthed a litter of kittens on someone’s 

property. It was very clear that this person did not want the young mother or her babies as he repeatedly 

removed them from the property. Every time he removed them she brought them back. After he had made 

a few unkind comments about his plans for them, the young woman called TRACS.  

A foster home was secured, and 2 volunteers were off to aid the cat and her kittens.  The mother cat had 

hid the litter of 5 babies in some bushes so the rescue required one of the volunteers to crawl into the 

bushes to retrieve the kittens while mom watched. Mother cat was then also caught without much of a 

fuss and once she was in the carrier with her babies she knew she was safe and secure. 

Upon arrival at the foster home, it was noted that the kittens were not doing well. As well as being 

underweight, 3 of the babies had been badly pecked by birds and had several open wounds. They were 

cleaned up as best as possible, mom was given some much needed water and food and they were placed 

together for the night.  Sadly, the next day on route to the veterinarian’s office, one of the tiny kittens 

passed over the Rainbow Bridge.    

During the examination by the veterinarian, several maggots were removed from the wounds of the two 

kittens that had been pecked by the birds. They were placed on antibiotics and given extra feedings. It 

was noted that one of the kittens was very weak and sickly and unfortunately over night he also crossed 

the Bridge. It was determined at the time of examination that the mother cat, named Lucie by her 

rescuers, was only 1 –1 ½ years.  We have since discovered that this is her second litter of kittens. 

Lucie and her remaining 3 babies, 1 male 

and 2 female are doing well.   The kittens 

are now eating wet food, and play fighting 

like lions and tigers.  Lucie is an excellent 

mother and an amazing cat, loving, playful 

and curious.    

Lucie and her kittens will be up for 

adoption once old enough.  They will be 

going in for their final shots soon and 

because we cannot adopt them out until 

they are spayed and neutered a “Foster to 

Adopt” program will be set up  whereby the 

adopter can foster them until their surgeries are complete at which time they can permanently adopt these 

cuties.  Watch the NEW website for details soon.  

 

   
See our face book page for more pictures of Lucie and her kittens     

www.facebook.com/The.Responsible.Animal.Care.Society 

http://www.facebook.com/
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Lola & Daisy                                                                                                                                

On May 3
rd

after a tiring day of cleaning bunny pens and dealing with a sick rabbit, my goal was a nice 

soaking bath and a quiet evening, however, that wasn’t in the cards however. 

About 8pm the phone rang and a lady, who has previously helped TRACS and is an amazing animal, 

was now calling us for help. In her horse paddock along the fence line she had found 2 tiny baby 

bunnies. Mother rabbit had dug a hole, and although it wasn’t their original nest, had placed the 2 kits in 

the hole.  It was in a dangerous situation as the horse could have stepped on them and crushed them, and 

possibly broken its own leg. 

I knew they couldn’t stay there, so off I went to check things out. This dear lady had safely tucked them 

away in a warm carrier; their eyes barely open maybe two – two and a half weeks old at the most. 

From experience I knew what this would involve weeks of syringe feeding to see these darlings through. 

The first feeding was not terribly 

successful, as the hard end of a syringe 

was nothing like what mum had to offer. 

After a few feeding though they got the 

hang of it, so much so that when I would 

start to turn them onto their backs they 

would automatically flip over as they 

knew the good stuff was coming. Daisy 

was the more enthusiastic eater and 

would not wait for me to feed her but 

rather would suck the milk right out of 

the syringe.  

Lola & Daisy are doing very well now. They have been weaned and were sorry to see the milk replacer 

go, but have discovered greens, hay, and pellets and are growing by leaps and bounds. They are 2 

wonderfully bonded sisters who once they are sterilized will be up for adoption to only the finest home 

of course. These little girls sure have come a long way. 

Cyndy Mymka   

                 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch for more news about Lola and Daisy at coming soon  
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Most animals are unable to sweat all over their bodies like people can. They rely 

completely upon panting (to get rid of hot air and inhale cool air) to cool 

themselves. Some sweating occurs through their foot pads and nose, but this is 

insufficient to effectively cool them. These differences make them especially 

prone to heatstroke during hot, humid weather. 

Symptoms to look for: 
Restless behavior – trying o find a cool spot     Lethargy 

  Excessive grooming in an effort to cool off    Weakness 

Excessive or exaggerated panting     Drooling  

Unresponsiveness to commands and surroundings   High fever 

Staggering, stumbling      Collapsed 

Staring/anxious expression                                                 Dark red gums 

Rapid heartbeat      Vomiting  

 Warm/ Dry skin 

  

If your pet is showing signs of heatstroke, it is imperative to get them to a veterinarian immediately as 

permanent damage to organs can occur.  

For more information on heatstroke and many other summer ailments check out this site: 

http://www.petmd.com/  

 

SAFETY TIPS 
Outside 
     If you must take your pet outside make sure they have plenty of access to cool water. 

     Do not ask them to exercise.  

     Do not leave your pet outside on hot days even a shady spot is too hot. 

     Do not leave your pet in the car even if windows are slightly open. 

     Do not chain your pet in the sun, on concrete or asphalt. 

     Do not walk your dog in the heat on rock, sand or asphalt.  Sensitive paw pads burn easily. 

     Never leave a muzzle on a dog in hot weather as they cannot pant freely.  

     Be aware that a pet can get heatstroke while swimming.  

 

Inside 
 If your pet will be indoors on a hot day, give her access to water and a cool area. 

 Keep an air conditioner or fan on. 

 Do not confine the animal to any room where temperatures are especially high. 

 Even garages can be too hot and have insufficient air movement. 

 

Extra Precautions 
 Short-nosed breeds such as Pugs, Shi Tzu’s, Pekingese, Bulldogs and Boxers, who have shorter 

faces or noses are especially prone to suffering from heatstroke as they aren’t able to pant as 

efficiently as dogs with longer faces.  This also stands for short nosed cat breeds such as Persians 

and Exotics. 

 Very old, very young, or sick animals are at more risk.    
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Heat can be very dangerous for rabbits.  They are very susceptible to heat stroke and because they are 

prey animals and will hide symptoms as long as they can.  It is important to observe your rabbit/s daily.  

 

Watch out for the signs of overheating in your bunny: 

Lethargy 

Panting  

Dehydration 

Salivating  

 

Weakness/Slow movement  

Acting Confused  

Reddening of the ears  

Convulsing 

If your rabbit exhibits any of these symptoms begin misting their ears with cool water and   

Immediately call your vet. DO NOT EVER submerge your rabbit in cold water as this can cause shock. 

 

To help prevent this condition in your pet rabbit, here are several indoor/outdoor tips to help 

keep your bunny cool in high temperatures:  

 

 WATER!  Provide plenty of cool fresh water.  You can add an ice cube or two.  

 WET VEGGIES! Give plenty of them to keep bunny hydrated.  Leave a bit of water on them 

after rinsing to add to water intake. 

 Set up a fan that will blow past the rabbit without blowing directly on him. Be sure to bunny 

proof any electrical cords.  

 Run an air conditioner in the room where the bunny lives, but 

be careful of extreme temperature changes. 

 Move bunny to a cooler part of the house, like the basement, 

during hot days.  

 Open windows to provide a breeze. 

 Fill large plastic soda bottles with water and freeze them.  

Wrap in towel and place in cage.  (do not let frozen bottle 

directly touch sensitive skin)  A bunny can relax against or 

near them for relief. 

 Provide an area for your bunny that is out of direct sunlight.  A 

little shade can make a big difference in temperature. 

 Brush out any loose fur regularly.  

 Stone or ceramic tiles provide a nice cool feeling on bunny bellies.  

 Mist his ears to keep them cool, since heat dissipates through a rabbit's ears.  Never get the ears    

      completely wet, a little mist will do. 

 A cool damp towel draped over an area where they hang out, such as a cage. Make sure it is not    

      dripping on the rabbit. 

.    

Jenny Hildebrand 

_________________________________________________________________ 

                        What do you call 99 rabbits stepping backwards? 

                                                                           A receding hare line….. 

http://www.longislandrabbitrescue.org/bunny-proofing.htm
http://www.longislandrabbitrescue.org/bunny-proofing.htm


         The Responsible Animal Care Society 

          PO Box 29074 OKM, Kelowna, BC, V1W 4A7 

250-763-8214 (tel)  

tracs.bc@gmail.com  

DID YOU KNOW…? 
 

 In just 7 years, one un-spayed cat and her offspring, left unharmed, could produce more than 

450,000 cats (average litter of six kittens, twice a year).  

 In 7 years, one dog and her offspring can produce more than 4,000 dogs (average litter of four 

puppies, once a year). 

 In 2 years, one rabbit and her 3 female offspring can produce 1369 rabbits. 

 

If this isn’t reason enough, what is?   

Be part of the solution, not the problem, PLEASE SPAY & NEUTER YOUR PETS!  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EXCITING NEW FEATURE: 
Donating made easy 

Simply install a QR barcode reading app onto your Smartphone 

Scan this barcode and be linked directly to our website  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join TRACS….. 

Help us continue our crucial work for 

the animals. 

Become a member today! 

If you are already a member….. 

Thank You! 

Is it time for renewal? 

 

 

Date: ___________________ 

Name: __________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________ 

City: _____________   Prov: ________________ 

Postal code: _____________________________ 

 Phone: (           ) __________________________ 

Email: __________________________________ 

Would prefer to receive my newsletter via: 

 __________email         ____________ mail 

 

_______$15 for Individual Membership 

 

_______$20 for Family Membership   

    

_______$ Donation  

Please return to:  

TRACS PO Box 29074 OKM, Kelowna, BC V1W 4A7 

  

 

2013 Summer Newsletter 


