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                              PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                                                                     

Wow it is hard to believe that a year can go by so quickly. It was my every 

intention to do 2 newsletters this year to keep you informed of all the goings on 

with TRACS, but unfortunately the goings on took up all of our time.  For the 

sake of the animals in our care, our newsletters have of late been delayed.  We 

apologize for our absence and would like to give you a glimpse into what we 

have been up to.   

 

We would also like to dedicate a large portion of the newsletter to saying Thank 

You.  Without the unconditional help from amazing people, all that has been done 

this year would never have been possible. Our first BIG THANK YOU goes out 

to all our supporters.  Without YOU all the animals we help would be lost.  

 

As you will read, we have had an exceptionally busy year with all kinds of Critter 

Care. We have had to re home some rabbits, as well as evacuate one of our 

satellite sanctuaries due to the Peachland fire.  We have had an amazing demand 

on our Compassion Fund with regards to help for dogs and cats and have  

fantastic adoption stories of some animals that otherwise would not have had a 

chance.    

           

We hope that the Christmas season will find you all well and able to give thanks 

for all those that you have in your life, be they furry critters or not.  We ask you 

to please remember the TRACS animals as well at this time of year and always.   

  

May you all have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

              

Cyndy Mymka  

President 
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TRACS Compassion Program - What is it? 

Often a companion animal is the “best friend” who provides a loving bond and companionship that 

would otherwise not exist.  Often people do not have the resources to provide for their animals 

veterinary bills. 

In other cases animals are abused or abandoned.  Often these animals are in need of expensive 

veterinary care and/or foster care before they can be placed into their new forever home. 

Our Compassion program has been put in place to help with providing the best care and support 

possible in times of need and is funded by donations and fundraising. 

Please consider giving the gift of compassionate action to the animals this holiday season. 
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Our TRACS distribution list is in the process of major updating.  

Please contact us if: 

- You would like to receive your newsletter via email 

- Your mailing address is in need of revision 

- Your membership renewal is due 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

Do you have any spare time to donate to the animals? 

- Do you have Handyman Skills?   

- Do you have any experience with Rabbits?  Would you like to help clean 

Bunny pens? 

- Are you Landowner willing to provide space and TLC for rabbits? 

- Could you be a foster home for Cats and/or Kittens? 

- Fundraising – Do you have some amazing ideas? Would you like to help 

out?  

FUNDRAISING 

Recycling & Canadian Tire Money 

We will take them off your hands.  Just call and we will make arrangements to 

pick up recycling.  Just mail us your unwanted  Canadian Tire Money. 

Natures Fare 

If you shop at Natures Fare please save you receipts and forward to us.  Natures 

Fare will send us a cheque for 3% of total amount of receipts we turn in.  Please 

mail us your receipts today!  

Christmas Raffle - 3 amazing prizes Get your ticket today! 

1
st
 – 2000 Honda Accord – Value $4000 

2
nd

 – Doggie Prize Basket -Value $200 

3
rd

 - $100 Cash 

LUSH CHARITY POTS 

Lush has created a gorgeous hand and body lotion for their Charity Pots.  With every purchase of 

Charity Pot with a TRACS sticker on it, they will donate 100% of the price to us.  These pots are 

wonderful stocking stuffers so hurry to LUSH and pick some up soon. 
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MAKE IT A NEW YEARS RESOLUTION – SHOP CRUELTY FREE 

Animal Testing 

We can all agree that the idea of companies, universities, etc testing their products on animals 

is unnecessary and barbaric, yet many still do.  When shopping, the question to be asked is “has 

this product been tested on animals?” or “does this company test on animals?” 

 

Taking a moment to do a Google search and familiarizing yourself with companies that do still 

test on animals, and more importantly those that don’t will go a long way in making you think 

twice when choosing your products.    Peta has a very in-depth section on this which includes 

companies that do and do not test on animals.  You will be surprised at what you find.  Go to:  

www.peta.org/living/beauty-and-personal-care 

 

New Year’s resolution? 

TRACS would like to challenge you for the new year to do the research to find out  who sells 

true cruelty free products in your community, and then to shop for those products. It may take a 

bit more of your time, but will go a long way to end the cruelty.   

If you can spare some time pen or e-mail a letter to the companies who are cruelty free and 

thank them for their ethical stand on this, but also pen or e-mail the companies who still choose 

to test on animals.  Express your concerns as well as let them know that you have chosen not to 

purchase their products, and will not until they change their practices.  All living beings have a 

right to a better quality of life.  Together our voice will be heard 

Fur-Free 

One of our volunteers writes: “This year in particular I have made a conscious effort to look 

into what I purchase, for instance, who makes the product, and am I shopping cruelty free. 

Some products are more obvious than others, I found myself walking in the mall a week or so 

ago, and being completely disgusted by the amount of fur products in the shop windows... I 

went into one shop and asked if the items were real, or faux fur (beware, faux is not always the 

case as stated-often if made in China it will be dog or cat) the young lady in the shop informed 

me that some was real and some was faux fur. We had a brief but hopefully meaningful 

conversation on what the animals went through before and during their death to make these 

products, the products that this store have chosen to promote. I also expressed to her that I 

would no longer shop in their store until they no longer sold products with fur.” 

 

We challenge you to follow suit, as the more stores that are boycotted, the sooner they might 

get the point...We will not go into detail, as most of us are aware of the horrors, but rather here 

are some interesting websites if you would like further information on the Fur Industry. 

www.antifurcoalition.org/ 

www.furtrimisatrap.com                    

www.hsicanada.ca/companion_animals/cat_dog_fur 

http://www.peta.org/living/beauty-and-personal-care/companies/default.aspx
http://www.antifurcoalition.org/
http://www.furtrimisatrap.com/
http://www.hsicanada.ca/companion_animals/cat_dog_fur/
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As you may remember, TRACS rescued over 800 Rabbits off the streets of Kelowna in 2008.  

These rabbits were due to be culled, but thanks to a partnership with the City, TRACS was able 

to trap them, provided medical attention where needed, foster care and sterilization.  Once able 

they were released into sanctuaries to live their lives safe, warm and out of harm’s way. 

The largest of these sanctuaries houses just over 400 rabbits.  The pens in which the bunnies 

were placed were originally built on a shoestring budget as a temporary solution.  As the years 

went by they were in constant need of repairs.  It became apparent that new pens would need to 

be built.  As you can imagine building new pens for that many bunnies can be very expensive 

and time consuming.  Our first phase of replacement pens was built with funds from generous 

donors as well as some heavy fundraising done by volunteers.  The pens were erected solely by 

hardworking volunteers.  Once the first phase was complete it became apparent that we had no 

funds or manpower for the 2
nd

 phase.  

Then our prayers were answered!  TRACS received a grant from the Vancouver Foundation.  

The grant was allotted for building materials and labor for our 2
nd

 phase of pens.  

The Vancouver Foundation helps build more vibrant and resilient communities in BC.  

They do this by harnessing the gifts of energy, ideas, time, and money from caring citizens 

to make meaningful lasting impacts. They are 

Canada’s largest community foundation and have 

been investing in communities since 1943.  

www.vancouverfoundation.ca 

The 2
nd

 phase of our bunny pens started in May 2012 and had the bunnies into their new homes 

at the end of August. This would never have been possible without a ton of help from the 

community.  The amount of work involved from planning to execution was immense.  Then 

came ground preparation, framing, building, and lastly, growing grass in the bunnies new 

outdoor playground where they can nap in the sun and nibble on grass as they please. 

We would like to thank all those who helped us in any way, shape, or form.  From grading 

equipment, rock, dirt, and dump trailers.  Moving things from here, to there, no back again, 

digging ditches, weeding and hauling wheelbarrows full of dirt, the support was immeasurable.  

We would like to send out our deepest gratitude to everyone ….without you we could not have 

done it!   

 

But of course first and foremost is the property owner who not only has allowed us to build this 

wonderful sanctuary on her land, but with the help of another bunny helper, feeds and waters 

the bunnies daily.  They are our “Bunny Angels” and none of this would be possible without 

their help and extraordinarily large hearts. 

http://www.vancouverfoundation.ca/


                  

HUGE THANK YOU … 
To all who contributed their time, effort, and equipment to New Bunny Pens.  

          

   

                                         

 

                                  

   



                   Guest Experierence Team     Student Union Community Outreach                                                                       

                                  Disney Interactive               UBC Okanagan                                                                 
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We would also like to take this time to send out a 

Heartfelt Thank You 

To all of our Trusted Veterinarians without who’s 

expertise and caring we would be lost. 
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More Thank You’s 

 
Huge Thank You to Harmony Honda in Kelowna who donated a 2000 Honda Accord to 

TRACS for our Christmas Raffle.  Have you picked up your 

tickets yet?  It’s not to late, draw is not until December 31
st
.  

Watch our facebook page to see where you can find us 

selling tickets. 

Great Stocking stuffers, great odds. 

  

 

Up for Adoption – Urgent 

 
When an animal lover suddenly passes away it is not uncommon to find bewildered grieving 

animals amongst human family members.  Support systems are often urgently needed for the 

animals which have been left behind and need help to cope with their immense loss. 

We are sad to announce that we recently lost one of our longtime members. Helena Link passed 

away on November 10
th

 peacefully.  

 

Helena was a long-time donor and supporter of TRACS, and fostered TRACS cats in the past. 

Helena was a compassionate lady who spent a lot of time in Mexico helping stray animals, 

particularly starving dogs running at large. (Note the names she's given to her cats - Salsa, 

Sierra, Santana.) She was a donor to TRACS and other animal protection groups for many 

years, wrote letters on behalf of animals, and sheltered numerous cats in her home over the 

years.  

 

Helena has left behind 5 cats whom she loved dearly. Two have been adopted out to good 

homes, but now we reaching out to try to find the remaining 3 cats who shared their lives with 

Helena a home.  

 
  

 

     

 
 

    Red – neutered outdoor stray     Sierra – spayed indoor cat  Salsa – spayed indoor cat 

               12 years old               11-12 years old    8 years old 

             Very Friendly            Shy and a bit wild       Shy and a bit wild  

 

If you can help out with homes for these lovelies please contact us at 250-763-8214. 
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HOW MR. BEAN CAME INTO OUR LIVES 
 

During a routine phone call with one of our regular clinics, we were told by the veterinarian 

that through a variety of circumstances a 10 week old kitten had been surrendered to their care.  

The male kitten had a broken femur and would have to have the femoral head removed and the 

leg pinned back into place.  Because the kitten had been surrendered, there was no one to pay 

for the expensive surgery.  The clinic was willing to perform the surgery at a hugely discounted 

rate, but did not have anyone in place that was willing to take on the expense of follow up care, 

as well as find an adoptive home for the kitten once recovered.  TRACS gave the go ahead for 

the surgery, and started on a plan for the rest. It did not seem right to give up on him as he had 

already been given up on by his previous owner.   

 

The surgery went well and arrangements were made for one of our volunteers to take him home 

to recover after surgery.  Being a retired RN she was able to administer medications, so it 

seemed all was falling into place for this young man.  

 

In keeping with his little personality, he was named Mr. Bean.   Mr. Bean seemed to think it 

might be a good idea to try to remove his sutures on his own, so was prescribed a cone to wear, 

something he did not appreciate. Mr. Bean also was confined to a large crate so he wouldn’t put 

pressure on his leg, another decision 

which was not popular with him and as 

he started to feel better made his 

annoyance at the whole situation quite 

apparent.   

 

 

Mr. Bean has recovered very well.  His 

sutures removed; finally the dreaded 

cone could come off.  He was also 

slowly allowed more “out of the crate” 

time and after a long haul is now able 

to be out all the time.   This leaves him 

socializing with the other two cats and 

house rabbit that he currently lives 

with, and word on the street is that he 

has found a forever home downstairs 

with the kids of his current caregiver.  

 

 

So this proves to us again, as long as you have an open heart somehow it all works out, and 

ultimately we are giving a second chance to a little one that would not otherwise have had one. 
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Last February a TRACS volunteer stopped by the SPCA to speak with one of the staff. She was 

immediately taken into the small animal room and shown a very unhappy guinea pig. The poor 

little guy was an owner surrender.  When he arrived his nails were severely over grown as were 

his teeth, and he was severely emaciated.  The Guinea Pig had been taken to a veterinarian who 

prescribed frequent syringe feeding in an attempt to bring him back to health.  This however 

posed a problem, as there was no one able to feed at night after the shelter was closed.  

Without a second thought the volunteer said she would take him home. The story she tells is 

heartwarming ….   

“He was the sweetest little guy, so anxious for his syringe 

food.  I have never seen a guinea pig so excited to eat 

before, although the 2 am feedings were not popular with 

me.  

The wee piggie was named Boo and every day the 

volunteer took him to work with her to continue the syringe 

feedings.  Gradually fruits and veggies were introduced to 

Boo’s diet.  Although not an overnight process, he was 

eventually able to eat pellets as well.   

During these daily work visits a staff member found Boo had wormed his way into her heart.  

She spent time with him on her lunch breaks, and started asking about his adoption. In May 

once Boo was given a clean bill of health, he became a member of the Barton family.  They 

love him dearly, spoil him rotten, and love to hear his squeaking every time the fridge door 

opens or a plastic bag crinkles.  

Boo’s new family also have a 4 year old Dwarf Lion 

head Rabbit named Benny who was adopted thru 

TRACS a year before.  Benny and Boo love to play 

together, groom each other, and generally just hang 

out.  

 

We are so happy to have been able to help this little 

unwanted sickly guinea pig find his forever home….and 

the volunteer assures us that all those 2 am feedings 

were well worth it!    
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The Canadian Horse Defence Coalition (CHDC) is an umbrella 

organization dedicated to ending equine slaughter in Canada as well as 

the export of living horses for the purpose of butchering them for 

human consumption. In 2011, 89,348 horses met untimely and cruel 

deaths in our nation's slaughterhouses. 

 

As proven in recent years by numerous undercover investigations at 

Canadian slaughter plants, not only is assembly-line killing of horses 

cruel, but certain drugs prohibited from entering the food chain are 

commonly administered to horses. Phenylbutazone ("bute") is only one 

example of many. Yet the export of horsemeat, and its consumption in 

Quebec, continues unabated. 

 

   Mr. Alex Atamanenko, NDP Member of Parliament for B.C. Southern Interior, has recognized the 

inhumanity as well as the risk to human health when horses from diverse sources enter the slaughter 

pipeline. In October 2011 he tabled Bill C-322, an act seeking to ban the slaughter of horses for 

human consumption as well as the export of horses for the same purpose. 

 

Recently, undercover footage provided to CHDC showed federal violations occurring at Calgary 

airport as large draft horses were being prepared for shipment to Japan. The horses were herded into 

crates too small to supply adequate headroom, and more than one horse was housed together in a 

single crate. Both actions violate Canada's own Health of Animals Act, and CHDC has sought legal 

assistance to ensure that horses being shipped for slaughter can at least be treated humanely during 

their loading and flight. 

                      CHDC maintains that demanding an end to horse slaughter 

without providing alternatives is not enough. We work pro-

actively with qualified rescue organizations in Canada and 

the United States in order to find as many good homes as 

possible for equines at risk. Our Horse Protection 

Initiatives program, formerly launched by TRACS, 

provides networking services, adoption rebates, veterinary 

and euthanasia assistance - only as funds allow and where 

proof of financial need can be established. 

Horses have long been our companions and working  

partners, and deserve better than to be slaughtered for meat.  

Supporters wishing to take action in support of ending 

horse slaughter can visit CHDC's Do It Now page: 

http://defendhorsescanada.org/help-now/do-it-now. 

For the horses, Sinikka Crosland, Executive Director 

           Canadian Horse Defence Coalition 

              www.defendhorsescanada.org 

Although TRACS no 

longer is directly involved 

with the CHDC, we 

support the project and will 

keep you updated on what 

is new and upcoming.  If 

you have any questions or 

concerns regarding Horses,   

please contact:    

Sinikka Crosland 

info@defendhorsescanada.org

or call   250-681-1408 

http://defendhorsescanada.org/help-now/do-it-now
http://www.defendhorsescanada.org/
mailto:info@defendhorsescanada.org
mailto:info@defendhorsescanada.org
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Inside 

Poisonous Plants:  Many popular holiday plants are poisonous to animals including Holly,   

                               Mistletoe and Poinsettias.  Keep them out of reach of pets.  

Healthy Treats:    Chocolate and other sweets are toxic to your pets. The best thing you can  

   do for your pets over the holidays is to keep them on their regular diet.  

Tree proofing:      Make sure the tree is well secured. Try to place decorations above paw   

                               height.  Use string to hang the bulbs instead of hooks, which are easily  

                               dislodged.  Lights should be made inaccessible to pets.  

                               Use non-breakable ornaments.  

                               Tinsel is dangerous to all animals, deadly if ingested 

Chemicals added to the water reservoir of your Christmas tree to keep 

your tree living longer won't do the same for your pet. The chemicals are 

toxic to animals, so keep the reservoir covered. 

Toys:  Avoid purchasing pet toys with small or soft pieces that can be chewed 

and swallowed.  Nylon bones tend to splinter less than plastic ones. Be 

sure to inspect pet toys regularly and discard deteriorating ones.  

Outside 

When the temperature drops think about bringing animals indoors. Otherwise, remember that 

animals need more calories to fend off the cold, so in addition to providing daily fresh water, be 

sure to give them extra food.  

Ice-Free Water: If you keep any animals outdoors during winter weather, be sure their 

water supply is checked twice a day to keep it ice-free. 

Antifreeze:  Many animals like the taste of antifreeze and will readily consume it when 

given the opportunity. Even in the smallest amounts, it can be very 

harmful and often fatal.  

Salt:  The salt used to melt snow irritates the pads of pet's feet. Wipe off your 

pet's feet before they lick their paws. 

Warm Engines:  Cats and wildlife gravitate to warm engines during cold winters. Be sure to 

bang your hood to avoid injuring an animal in your engine.  

 

 

How Do You Catch a Unique Rabbit?                   How Do You Catch a Tame Rabbit? 

                Unique Up On It.      Tame Way. 

 



  The Responsible Animal Care Society 

 

Did you know…….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Date: ___________________ 

Name: __________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________ 

City: _____________   Prov: ________________ 

Phone: (           ) __________________________ 

Email: __________________________________ 

Would prefer to receive my newsletter via: 

__________email         ____________ mail 

 

_______$15 for Individual Membership 

 

_______$20 for Family Membership 

 

_______$ Donation 

Please return to: 

TRACS 

PO Box 29074 OKM, Kelowna, BC V1W 4A7 

  

 

Join TRACS….. 

Help us continue our crucial work 

for the animals. 

Become a member today! 

Are you already a member? 

Thank You! 

Is it time for renewal? 

 


